Locating, as I do, with Serres, the sensory ganglion of the sexual instinct in the median lobe of the cerebellum, as the result of personal observation and pathological research, it is highly interesting and instructive, in consequence of the direct commissural connexions of this sensory ganglion with the centres of emotional feeling, and through them with those of intellectual action, to trace the development of the composite character of the amative propensity in man, and to note how the instinct of * In a case of tubcrcle of the brain, in a child, where the deposit was upon the superfices of the hemispherical ganglia, the psychological phenomena were most Significant, and the sole indication of the local seat of the disease. At the postmortem examination of the brain, the tubercular deposit was found to be situated on that part of each of the hemispheres of the brain where Gall and Spurzheim have located the organ of firmness. For some time previous to his illness, the parents of the child had been forcibly struck with a change in the disposition of the child, which they had observed for some time to be gradually taking place. From being a happy, placid, and docile boy, he had become more and more petulant, self-willed, and obstinate, very determined to have whatever he set his mind upon, and not to be driven from his purpose; in a word, he had become a most obstinate and self-willed boy. So I have never met with a more impulsive, excitable, curious, old-fashioned, and shrewd little girl, in the course of my life. I have watched her progress from infancy. She had a large head, and fully-developed convolutions ; but the size of the thalami optici was such as to rivet my attention, from their unusual magnitude and healthy appearance. I hope others will bear the comparative development of the thalami in remembrance in all cases where the impulse to emotional excitement has been characteristically great. Attention to this point is important, since it is only from multiplied observations that a safe and sound induction can be made."?Physiological Psychology, p. 68.
A striking instance of the dominant power of emotional apprehension?the sheer dread of bodily pain, in upsetting the balance of the mind, in the case of an intelligent, but highly impulsive and excitable lady, came under my notice in the summer of 1348. From that time, until within eighteen months of her death, which took place at Hornsey in the autumn of last year, she was under my observation.
I wa3 not apprized of her death until after she had been interred, which I sincerely regret, for no post-mortem examination was made, and there was an interest attaching to her case, in my mind, which nothing short of a knowledge of the pathological condition of the brain could satisfy; and besides which, it was her own often-expressed wish to myself, to have her head examined after her death.
She was the daughter of a man of some public and political notoriety in his day,1 and was begotten and born in the midst of a stormy period of her father's life. Between the ages of her parents there was considerable disparity. Her father was many years the older of the two; and during the period of utero-gestation, her mother was the subject of great alarms and troubles, and underwent much anxiety and mental agitation. I mention these circumstances, because I think, with Dr. Latham, that, "prior Whenever the desponding fit came on, and fear oppressed her, she read my promise, and was comforted. In this way, she got through the period of gestation, scarcely a day having passed without its being read. As soon as she was taken in labour, I was immediately summoned. I took with me an opiate (Battley's sedative). I held up the bottle to her, saying, "Here is your dose, but I cannot give it to you yet; you must be in actual effective labour, otherwise it will stop, at least protract, the process." I left, giving strict injunctions to the nurse not to send for me again until she thought I was really wanted; feeling assured from former experience, and as the event proved, that her emotional fears would vanish as the labour advanced. She had a safe and easy time, and a quick recovery. All allusion to her former state of despondency was carefully avoided. She nursed her child, and quite regained, mentally and bodily, her usual health and strength. About twelve months afterwards, I had a morning visit from her; she was again enceinte,?smilingly she said, "I was very foolish last time, and now I am beginning to fear again ; but I know I can be saved the pains of labour this time, and I come to ask whether you will give me chloroform." To this I readily assented, and with this assurance, and the prospect of immunity from pain before her, she went on more comfortably until her time was up. Then her labour came on so rapidly, that before I could reach the house, the child was born. A sever flooding followed ; she was greatly exhausted, and had a very protracted recovery. She was weak for a long time, both in body and mind?depressed, and despondent.
Again she became pregnant, and during the period of gestation had a severe attack of toothache. The pain brought back all her fears and apprehensions; but, under the influence of chloroform, the decayed tooth was removed, and this gave her fresh courage. Hope revived, and, with occasional fits of depression and fear, she struggled on. In due time, and under the influence of clilorofoim, she was safely delivered ; but she never recovered her former healthy tone of mind. On the following day, the pulse was more steady, regular, and had acquired more volume ; but the face was rather flushed, and the forehead hot. An antiphlogistic mode of treatment, without depletion, was strictly pursued, under which she gradually improved. Her perceptive and thinking powers were soon regained. She knew where she was, and all the family about her, as well as myself; but the memory of words was for some time in abeyance. She could not recollect the name of any one, not even that of her own daughter, who was constantly with her?nor of the most familiar things in the house by which she was surrounded, as a chair, table, looking-glass, &c. She had a perfect recollection of past circumstances and events up to the time of her seizure,?understood anything that was said and done about her?felt deeply conscious of her own inability to recollect names and common words when talking?and at times such was her emotional sensibility in consequence, that she became annoyed and excited even to tears. In this case, it may be fairly inferred that the sudden shock to the nervous system in the first instance deranged the organic actions and normal co-relations of the emotional and intellectual centres. The giddiness and faintness consequent upon the sudden outburst of emotional excitement in the street, and indicative of disturbance in the balance of the circulation in the brain, was followed by delirium, and incoherent rambling as a consequence. The delirium was of short continuance, coheience of mind was soon regained, and the powers of thinking and reasoning were grac ua y though slowly restored ; but there long remained, and there still exists up is time, a manifest dislocation of the memory of words, to use 
